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T

he Omaha Tribal Historical Research Project grew out of
Dennis Hastings’ involvement with the second takeover of
Alcatraz island in 1969. He quickly became a part of the
organizing Council that hammered out a Manifesto, dealt
with the press, and oversaw daily life of the occupation.
Once the Manifesto was completed
and the island secured, Hastings divided his time between media relations and outreach to other tribes. He
gradually became a roving ambassador for the Indian movement, seeking
out tribes with problems all over the
United States, coming into a rich understanding as to how the U. S. Government treated all tribes, not just his
own.

“Says Dennis Hastings, a
former member of the island’s seven-man council:
‘The important thing about
Alcatraz is spiritual rebirth.
We’re here to let our minds
heal. Here we can escape
from the limbo culture that
we have lived in for too
long. We just want to be
left alone.’”
“Anomie at Alcatraz”,
TIME magazine, Apr. 12, 1971

With an expiration date of May
1974, the San Francisco Public
Library duly records Dennis Hastings as a permanent resident of
Alcatraz during the Indian of All
Nations occupation of 1969-71.
OTHRP Archives

A formal residence card for
Alcatraz
OTHRP Archives.
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Alcatraz Manifesto
To the Great White Father
and All His People:

W

e, the native Americans, re-claim the land
known as Alcatraz Island in the name of all
American Indians by right of discovery. We wish
to be fair and honorable in our dealings with the
Caucasian inhabitants of this land, and hereby offer the
following treaty: We will purchase said Alcatraz Island for
24 dollars ($24) in glass beads and red cloth, a precedent
set by the white man’s purchase of a similar island about
300 years ago. We know that $24 in trade goods for these
Alcatraz Manifesto
sixteen acres is more than was paid when Manhattan Is- <http://www.pbs.org/itvs/
land was sold, but we know that land values have risen alcatrazisnotanisland/
over the years. Our offer of $1.24 per acre is greater than landings.html> 12-30-08
the 47¢ per acre the white men are now paying the California Indians for their land.
We will give to the inhabitants of this land a portion of that land for their own, to be
held in trust by the American Indian Government — for as long as the sun shall rise
and the rivers go down to the sea — to be administered by the Bureau of Caucasian
Affairs (BCA). We will further guide the inhabitants in the proper way of living. We
will offer them our religion, our education, our life-ways, in order to help them
achieve our level of civilization and thus raise them and all their white brothers up
from their savage and unhappy state. We offer this treaty in good faith and wish to
be fair and honorable in our dealings with all white men.
e feel that this so-called Alcatraz Island is more than suitable for an Indian reservation, as determined by the white man’s own standards. By this we mean
that this place resembles most Indian reservations in that:

W

1. It is isolated from modern facilities, and without adequate means of transportation.
2. It has no fresh running water.
3. It has inadequate sanitation facilities.
4. There are no oil or mineral rights.
5. There is no industry and so unemployment is very great.
6. There are no health care facilities.
7. The soil is rocky and non-productive; and the land does not support game.
8. There are no educational facilities.
9. The population has always exceeded the land base.
10. The population has always been held as prisoners and kept dependent
upon others.
Further, it would be fitting and symbolic that ships from all over the world, entering
the Golden Gate, would first see Indian land, and thus be reminded of the true history of this nation. This tiny island would be a symbol of the great lands once ruled
by free and noble Indians.

S

What use will we make of this land?

ince the San Francisco Indian Center burned down, there is no place for Indians
to assemble and carry on tribal life here in the white man’s city. Therefore, we
plan to develop on this island several Indian institutions:
1. A Center for Native American Studies will be developed which will train
our young people in the best of our native cultural arts and sciences, as
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well as educate them in the skills and knowledge to improve the lives and
spirits of all Indian peoples. Attached to this Center will be traveling universities, managed by Indians, which will go to the Indian Reservations in
order to learn from the people the traditional values which are now absent
from the Caucasian higher educational system.
2. An American Indian Spiritual Center will be developed which will practice our
ancient tribal religious ceremonies and medicine. Our cultural arts will be featured
and our young people trained in music, dance, and medicine.
3. An Indian Center of Ecology will be built which will train and support our
young people in scientific research and practice in order to restore our lands and
waters to their pure and natural state. We will seek to de-pollute the air and the water of the Bay Area. We will seek to restore fish and animal life, and to revitalize sea
life which has been threatened by the white man’s way. Facilities will be developed
to desalt sea water for human use.
4. A Great Indian Training School will be developed to teach our peoples how to
make a living in the world, improve our standards of living, and end hunger and unemployment among all our peoples. This training school will include a Center for Indian Arts and Crafts, and an Indian restaurant serving native foods and training Indians in culinary arts. This Center will display Indian arts and offer the Indian foods
of all tribes to the public, so that all may know of the beauty and spirit of the traditional Indian ways.
5. Some of the present buildings will be taken over to develop an American
Indian Museum, which will depict our native foods and other cultural contributions we have given to all the world. Another part of the Museum will
present some of the things the white man has given to the Indians, in return for the land and life he took: disease, alcohol, poverty and cultural
decimation (as symbolized by old tin cans, barbed wire, rubber tires, plastic
containers, etc.). Part of the Museum will remain a dungeon, to symbolize
both those Indian captives who were incarcerated for challenging white authority, and
those who were imprisoned on reservations. The Museum will show the noble and
the tragic events of Indian history, including the broken treaties, the documentary of
the Trail of Tears, the Massacre of Wounded
Knee, as well as the victory over YellowHair Custer and his Army.

I

n the name of all Indians, therefore, we
reclaim this island for our Indian nations,
for all these reasons, We feel this claim is
just and proper, and that this land should
rightfully be granted to us for as long as the
rivers shall run and the sun shall shine.
Signed,
INDIANS OF ALL TRIBES
NOVEMBER 1969,
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.
Adam Fortunate Eagle
Alcatraz! Alcatraz! The Indian Occupation of 1969-1971
Photo Essay by Ilka Hartmann
Heyday Books, Berkeley, CA, 1992, pp. 44-48

One of the last Occupiers,
a Paiute, leaves Alcatraz Island
June 11, 1971
Photo: © Ilka Hartmann <http://
www.pbs.org/itvs/alcatrazisnotanisland/
occupation.html> 12-30-08
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Hastings at work at Tribal Council office
OTHRP Archives.

I

n conjunction with the American Folklife Center division of the Library of Congress, Dorothy Sarah Lee,
University of Indiana, remastered the wax cylinder
recordings made by Alice Fletcher and Francis La
Flesche at the beginning of the 20th century. Hastings
helped Lee with this project.
The first recording they processed brought tears to Hastings’ eyes, as it was his own grandfather’s voice, clear
and strong, from almost a century ago. Lee later presented the music to the Umonhon in the form of a record and
illustrated booklet, and in doing so, Hastings brought it
back to Umonhon musicians, who have used it.

LOC’s illustrated booklet cover for
the album of wax recordings.
OTHRP Archives

Dennis Hastings and Dorothy Sarah Lee at He’dewachi
in Macy, ca 1985
OTHRP Archives.

Nishu’de Ke: Missouri River Bank
Jeff Mohr, OTHRP Archives
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It was time to bring the sacred items home
to the people.

P

ictured is Edward Cline, tribal planner for
the Umonhon, at the Peabody Museum of
Harvard University in 1989, where the Sacred
Pole had been kept for 100 years. Francis La
Flesche gave the Museum the sacred items as
a loan, to be returned when the Umonhon
asked for them.
Globe staff photo: Bill Green

ith the help of lawyers from the
Native American Rights Fund,
Hastings enabled the return of a
number of sacred objects, including
the Sacred Pole (1989), and the
White Buffalo Robe,(1991), to the
Umonhon Nation.

W

Wall Street Journal August 27, 1991

Nishu’de Ke: Missouri River Bank
Jeff Mohr, OTHRP Archives
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F

or decades the state of Nebraska had kept varied Umonhon objects and human remains, and the Umonhon wanted them back.
Nebraska Unicameral Senator Ernie Chambers, the state’s longest-serving and only black legislator, along with two attorneys
of the Native American Rights Fund, Robert Peregoy and Walter EchoHawk (Pawnee), helped Hastings with this legal struggle.
The initial attempt for return of these items “in the name of the UmoNhoN “ went down in defeat. But Echo-Hawk and Hastings turned right
around and went after the Pawnee remains, which were also held. In
1989 the “Unmarked Human Burial Sites and Skeletal Remains Protection Act” was passed by the Unicameral Legislature. Based upon the
Nebraska law, the federal law was passed which was called the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) in 1990.
NAGPRA provides a process for museums and United States or Federal
agencies “to return certain Native American cultural items — human
remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony — to lineal descendants, culturally affiliated Indian tribes, and
Native Hawaiian organizations.” Unfortunately, due to limited funding
enforcement of NAGPRA ,the law has had a mixed history of
“success,”

D

ennis Turner takes part
in a ceremony Thursday
after the tribe reburied the
remains of 106 Indians.
Ed Porter/World-Herald

Nishu’de Ke: Missouri River in grays
Jeff Mohr, OTHRP Archives
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F

ormally establishing OTHRP in 1991, Hastings contracted with Nebraska-born Vincent Snyder for a Learning Center/Museum. Snyder
is graduate of the University of Nebraska and Princeton University, and
has had a distinguished career, including professional associations with
the architects Michael Graves and Frank Gehry.
Snyder’s designs include extensive work in the European Union, such as
Vitra Head-quarters in Switzerland, EuroDisneyland in France and the
EMR Communications and Technology Center in Germany.

A

schematic design for the interior at the deck level of the ”Headdress”
for New Moon Moving ,designed specifically for Umonhon ti, shows the
names of the clans engraved on the inside walls.
OTHRP Archives

Bluff View of the Nishu’de Ke: Missouri River
Jeff Mohr, OTHRP Archives
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A

n alphabet expressly created by Snyder for the names of the Umo nhon Clans on
the building. (above) Cut-away version of New Moon Moving showing the Clan
names in the headdress. The sculptural headdress was taking form including the listing of the Ten Clans in Umonhon at the shrine in the entryway.

T

he covering of the headdress sculpture will be slate. The sketch (above) shows the
wrap around nature of the slate design. Modeled after the tipi, it covers the
framework in much the same fashion.
As a tipi can be unrolled and flattened, the figural elements were “unrolled” during
the design process into two-dimensional forms in order to explore and develop their
complex geometric relationships — both for their magical numerical qualities and to
facilitate construction. The main structural system for the center will be poured in
place: concrete, augmented with steel beams and columns.

Cut-away version of New Moon Moving
showing the Clan names in the headdress.

walkway

Headdress

Entrance

River side
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Entrance

Underground

walkway

Headdress

delivery route

River Side

Top view from river side showing entrance and delivery routes.
Two views of a model of the Learning Center/Museum.

Break away view from river side showing interior and window facade.

delivery route

walkway

Headdress

River Side

Tonin-thin: New Moon Moving Learning Center/Museum Plans

T

he elegant plan for the 45,000 square foot center respects both the pragmatic
and spiritual needs of the Umonhon people.

From the partially buried structure, a conical centerpiece will emerge, taking its expressive shape from the tipi, the hu’thuga: camp circle and the headdress. A collection of central figural elements will resonate with mythical and celestial references.
Even the proportioning ratios within the design represent numerical relationships
that hold sacred value for the Tribe. For example, the proportions of the observation
deck honor the “Seven Sacred Pipes” and the number of Umonhon leaders.
The design also emphasizes the sacredness of the landscape and the elements. As a
direct expression of Umonhon cultural belief, approximately half of the proposed
structure will be embedded within the earth, thereby serving as an architectural
marker between the duality of Earth and Sky — the embodiment of harmony and
balance that remains the essence of Umonhon cultural practice.
OTHRP
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New Moon Moving looking northeast

R

espect to north, south, east and west
is paid through the orientation of the
building and its details. For example,
the length of the structure will run
along the north-south axis, while a window
element at the top of the central cone will
face due west in memory of the third of the
tribe who perished from smallpox in 1805.
The more pragmatic issues of construction,
access and energy efficiency are served without compromising the subtle references to the Tribe’s culture. The Museum will be
as ecologically compatible as possible with modern alternative energy adaptations
so that it will not have a negative impact upon the ancestral lands.

Even the curved figural elements will be constructed from the same concrete system or with a framework of linear steel elements. Exterior surfaces will combine exposed concrete, stone cladding and slate tiles.
Entering from the west, visitors will be directed into the rotunda of the conical centerpiece, which acts as the hub of a wheel. The building’s many functions will extend from this hub.
The graceful structure will feature the following:
► Cultural Exhibitions: Offering a wide spectrum of exhibits, visual displays
and interactive media, the Learning Center/Museum will become permanent
home to the more than 1,300 cultural artifacts and sacred objects of the
Umonhon Tribe, which were reclaimed through the Omaha Tribal Historical Research Project (OTHRP) from Harvard's Peabody Museum, Nebraska
University and private collections. These treasures are valued at over $3.5
million.
► Classrooms and Multipurpose Space: The Learning Center/Museum will
include classrooms for meetings, seminars and educational services.
► Research Library: As the primary repository for all cultural material and archival documents relating to the Umonhon people, significant academic and
conservatory work will be a key focus of the Learning Center/Museum’s mission. Scholars and institutions interested in the Umonhon and other native
people will have access to the center’s vast collections.
► Gift Shop: Featuring Umonhon traditional designs and tribal artisan works as
well as a line of historical reproductions of trade goods from the past and
multicultural curios from around the world. Available by catalog and through
the Internet.
► Restaurant: The center will include a full-service restaurant, featuring local
native cuisine and regional offerings, along with a beautiful view of the Missouri River.
► Outdoor Concourse: The center will offer an outstanding setting for tribal
dances, ceremonies, community events and other public gatherings.
► OTHRP Administrative Offices: OTHRP will engage in cultural, repository,
research and service initiatives that enhance and further promote the New
Moon Moving experience.
► An ecologically sustainable design to house it all will be solar powered.
The New Moon Moving Learning Center/Museum will tell the story of the Umonhon
People — a living history of cultural resilience. It is created specifically for the
young people of the tribe so that they can learn what has gone on before and work
together to build towards a healthy future. It is meant to be shared with other cultures as well as being used as a backdrop for cultural ceremonies. It is an economic
development for the entire region that the Umonhon once owned.
OTHRP
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I

n 2007 a legal case with the eventual name of “Nebraska vs Parker” was filed in Federal Court against the Umonhon by the Village
of Pender, claiming the established 1881 town had never been
within the exterior boundaries of the 1854 Treaty-imposed Reservation. For nine years through four courts, each decision made in
stronger language, the case was argued up to the United States Supreme Court. On March 22, 2016 a UNANAMOUS decision of that Court
ruled in favor of the Umonhon Nation, upholding the Treaty Boundaries
and codifying them into law, the first Reservation so made “legal.”
One Hundred thirty-seven pages of the Hastings/Coffey unpublished
Ph.D. dissertation, the

“Completely Illustrated:
Grandfather Remembers
—Broken Treaties/Stolen Land:
The Omaha Land Theft”
were specifically referenced, establishing a nuanced yet unmistakable
“tribal tone” to the overall case, assuring the Umonhon success. It is
likely that in the previous 234 year history of American jurisprudence,
no other Indigenous case has so aced the Federal Court system.

Missouri in grays
Jeff Mohr, OTHRP Archives
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Whooping Cranes in Nebraska
Coffey, Black Prairie Dog Woman Studios
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W

hen OTHRP applied to the Western Institute for Social Research
(wisr.edu) for their Ph.D.s, both Dennis Hastings and Margery Coffey
knew their joint dissertation would pursue a history of the Umonhon.
People. Starting with The Omaha Tribe (1911), a classic work by
Francis La Flesche and Alice C. Fletcher, the Hastings/Coffey collaboration
worked their way through this history, discovering a veritable wealth of material stored in museums and libraries across the country, the vast majority
of which had been maliciously ripped off from the Umonhon. Subjected to
learn a completely new way of life the reverse of their own culture, children
were stolen off the roads and placed in boarding schools, stripped of everything tribal, while the dominating culture took as much as they wanted. The
Umonhon lost their heritage, including artifacts and human remains that were
then placed in institutions far from the Great Plains.
Grandfather Remembers became the roots of this reconstituted Umonhon history, blossoming into multiple stories, art, music and the Umonhon language.
OTHRP was able to collect the work of tribal member Thurman Cook and turn
it into a Dictionary/Workbook on the lye (language.) The Umonhon Cultural
Anthology became an introduction to the culture for those tribal members
taken from the People, only to return as adults. Dancing for Peace was created to show a modern way ancestrally-derived Tribal Governance could be returned to work for the People instead of the White Man’s constitutions imposed upon them in 1934. This was the start of a renewed culture.
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1. Giving Back the History
Completely Illustrated: Grandfather Remembers —
Broken Treaties/Stolen Land: The Umonhon Land
Theft: The two book version of the 2009 dissertation of
Dr. Dennis Hastings and Dr. Margery Coffey, covers five
centuries of documented Umonhon history, and helped
win the Nebraska vs. Parker legal case that codified the
1854 Treaty boundaries in 2016, unanimously by the
U.S. Supreme Court.
Umonhon Cultural Anthology: Originally compiled expressly for use by Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) foster
families and their children, this new and expanded book
is a “crash course” in Umonhon culture and history.

Dancing for Peace: A reflection upon what has been and
what could be in Umonhon Tribal Governance. Includes an
ancestrally-derived and modern description of consensus,
a compilation of all the Treaties, a Coyote story, a proposed new Umonhon Tribal Constitution, and the 2007 UN
Indigenous Declaration.
Missouri River Steamboats: A comprehensive overview of
the Steamboats that worked the Missouri River during
the mid-1800s. It includes both diagrams and a track
record of steamboat wrecks lost on the river.

2. Giving Back the Language
Umonhon iye te ede’non’ya? [How do you say in Omaha?]
A Dictionary and Workbook using Dr. Francis La Flesche,
Esq.’s rendition of the Umonhon language. Over 5,000
words in the dictionary, with an accompanying workbook
based upon the late elder Thurman Cook’s work, illustrated with his classic drawings.
Hiram Chase. The Lawyer and his Language
Hiram Chase was a lawyer, the first Aboriginal American
to be so in Nebraska. Fluent in his original language, he
created his own way of recording it so that he would have
an accurate record when taking notes on his clients. This
book includes a copy of his published Umonhon Iye
(Omaha language) book from 1897. It critiques the various attempts to put Umonhon into written form, using the
varied ways available at the time in the late 19th and
20th centuries.

3.Giving Back the Culture
n

n

Umo ho Traditional Childrearing: A rendition of traditional Umonhon childrearing rituals, complete with songs,
ancestral haircuts and clan names. Updated for the 21st
Century from Frances La Flesche and Alice Fletcher’s The
Omaha Tribe (1911).
Walking the Red Road: The sacred world of the Umonhon,
complete with songs and a look at the Sacred Societies.
Updated for the 21st Century from Frances La Flesche
and Alice Fletcher’s The Omaha Tribe (1911).
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3.Giving Back the Culture

continued

Everybody! Read to Me: A teaching expressly written for
new mothers and fathers of how to bring culture into the
life of a child. It is a reading/coloring Book and features
some of the traditional haircuts of Umonhon clans.

4. Giving Back the Traditional Stories
Mi’ka’çi: Coyote and the Te: Buffaloes: A traditional tale
of the Umonhon presented in comic book form, complete
with puzzles and games. It speaks to the problem of
both envy and greed, bilingual Umonhon/English.
Josephine Erlin Barnaby von Felden: Josephine von
Felden was a nurse, a teacher and interpreter. She
worked with Dr. Susan La Flesche on their home Umonhon Reservation, and later as a teacher on the Standing
Rock Reservation. When an epidemic broke out from
which the medical personnel fled the only hospital, she
walked 42 miles across the Reservation to organize the
People into a formidable medical unit to fight the epidemic, succeeding after three months. A coloring book of
her life, bilingual Umonhon/English.
Josephine Erlin Barnaby von Felden: FREE is a colored
version of the above story. It includes a brief history of
OTHRP which the above version does not.
Coyote Tales: A collection of the Coyote/Prairie Dog chapter summaries from the “Grandfather Remembers” book.
One of these stories was referenced in the U.S. Supreme
Court Nebraska vs. Parker case.
Tom Sloan, Esq.: A bilingual Umonhon/English coloring/
activity book, describing Sloan’s career. He joined forces
with Hiram Chase forming the First Indigenous American
law firm in Nebraska, likely the first in the United States.
Sloan became the First Aboriginal American to argue a
case before the U.S. Supreme Court (which he won), and
the first Native American elected Mayor of Pender, NE.
Mi’ka’çi: Coyote and Ma’zho ha: Gray Fox, Mi: Sun and
Nion’ba: Moon, Mi’ka’çi: Coyote and We’c’a: Snake
A bilingual Umonhon/English comic book featuring three
Umonhon traditional tales along with puzzles and games.
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Selected AWARDS AND HONORS
1989 Certificate of Award presented by the Pawnee Tribe: “Given in recognition of OTHRP's assistance and support leading to the enactment of the
Nebraska Unmarked Burial Sites and Skeletal Remains Protection Act.”

1990 Award for Excellence: "Dancing to Give Thanks" film.
1998 Award for book, Blessing for a Long Time : The Sacred Pole of the Umonhon Tribe: Co-authored with Robin Ridington, University of British Columbia. return of Umonhon ti, the sacred pole of the Umonhon.
2002 Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture Faculty Design Award
2001-02: New Moon Moving Learning Center/Museum, National Awards
program.
2002 Boston Society of Architects Unbuilt Architecture Award: New Moon
Moving Learning Center/Museum, International Awards program.
2003 Progressive Architecture Award: New Moon Moving Learning Center/
Museum. 50th year of Architecture journal's venerable International
Awards program.
2003 A 90-second filmclip of the museum by invitation, used in exhibit in Verona, Italy, with
many famous American and
European architects designing
projects in stone, Including
New Moon Moving, as it is to
be covered in slate.
2004 International Turkish archittexture magazine, Yapi 250,
featured museum’s design in a
seven page spread.
2005 Architecture classes of Sohag
University, Egypt, incorporating museum’s design into regular studies.

Meadow Lark 1
Jeff Mohr, OTHRP Archives
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MUSEUMS
1983 Education exhibit, University of Nebraska-Omaha, John Millard.
1986-92 Restoration of Susan Picotte Memorial Center, Walthill, NE, in collaboration with Common Ground and Center for Rural Affairs.
1987 Creation of symbolic Earthen Lodge, Blackbird Hill, Thurston County,
Ne, in collaboration with Papio/Missouri River Natural Resource District
and Big Muddy Workshop, Inc.
1988 “Views of a Vanishing Frontier” Exhibit, Metropolitan Museum of Art:
Documentation of the historic journey of Prince Maximilian zu Wied
1991 University of Nebraska State Museum: Encounter Kit, collaboration
with Peggy Hunt, environmental educator and Patty Amgwert, a UNL
graduate student, using Umonhon Tribal resources to create a series of
books, including stories illustrated by Umonhon elder Thurman Cook,
kits published by Nebraska Department of Education and stories by Macy Public School Print Shop, John Mangan, printer.

Nebraska Educational Television Films:
1981"We Are One" Eight, 20 minute film segments of traditional Umo nhon
life in 1800 designed for 4th and 5th grade curriculums in Nebraska
schools. Script written by Joy Harjo. Both Wes Studi and Rodney A.
Grant began their cinematic careers with appearances in this film. Wes
Studi went on to win an Oscar, while Joy Harjo became the First Native
American U.S. Poet Laureate, both in 2019
1989 “Dancing to Give Thanks” Won a 1990 Award for Excellence. Collaboration between film makers, anthropologists and the Omaha Tribe. The
ancestrally-derived He’dawachi (Harvest Celebration) is still a deeply
felt spiritual "powwow,” reflecting traditional Umonhon values, although these are under constant change, yet remain strongly present in
both young and older dancers.
1990 “Return of the Sacred Pole” Won a 1991 Award for Excellence. Collaboration with Harvard University's Peabody Museum officials, anthropologists Joan Mark, Robin Ridington, and the Umonhon for the return of
Umonhon ti ("Venerable Man"), the Sacred Pole, in writing, film and audiotape. The discussions centered primarily on how the last Keeper of
the Pole in 1888 allowed Francis La Flesche to remove the Pole to the
Museum for temporary “safekeeping,” until the Pole could be returned.
1992 “West Meets West,” an original performance by Bruce Hangen incorporating traditional UmoNhoN music and drum group, commissioned with
the Omaha Symphony Orchestra. Won Governor’s Art Award in 1993.

Other Films:
1983 “Powwow”: A documentary of the 1983 Umonhon Powwow
1994 “Bones of Contention” British Broadcasting Corporation. Documentary
on repatriation of human remains and the study done on them by Dr.
Karl Reinhard.
1996 Maxmilian and Bodmer Film, New York Educational Television: A Greg
Fisher production concerning Prince Maximillian of Weide, produced in
collaboration with the Metropolitan Museum of Art exhibit.
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BOOKS
Brown, Marion Marsh, Susette La Flesche. Advocate for Native American
Rights. Children’s Press, Chicago, IL, 1992.
Co-Authored Blessing For a Lonq Time: The Story of the Omaha Sacred Pole
with Robin Ridington, Ph.D. (University of Nebraska Press, 1997).
Ferris, Jeri, Native American Doctor, The Story of Susan La Flesche Picotte.
With an introduction by Dennis Hastings. Carolrhoda Books, Inc., Minneapolis, 1991.
Lee, Dorothy Sara, and Maria La Vigna, eds. Omaha Music: Historical Recordings from the Fletcher/La Flesche Collection. Booklet accompanying Disk
AFC L71. Washington, D.C. Library of Congress, 1985.
Liberman, Gail and Alan Lavine, Rags to Retirement. A chapter on Dennis
Hastings. Alpha Books, New York City, NY, 2003.
Philip, Neil. The Great Circle, A History of the First Nations. Foreword by
Dennis Hastings. Clarion Books, NY, 2006.
Tate, Michael, Upstream People: An Annotated Bibliography of the Umonhon.
Scarecrow Press, Metuchen, NJ, 1991.
Tong, Benson, Susan La Flesche Picotte, M.D., Omaha Indian Leader and Reformer. Foreword by Dennis Hastings. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, OK, 1999.

PERIODICALS
In some, Hastings served as cultural authority in other cases such as My
Generation, the article was about him.
January/February 1984 NEBRASKAland, “The First Voices.”
1995 Umonhon Tribe of Nebraska, The present . . . The past. . ., Omaha Tribe
of Nebraska.
July/August 2002 Nebraska Report, Nebraskans for Peace newspaper,
“Tae'ah'thee (New Moon Moving) The Omaha Cultural and Interpretive
Center.” A center spread on the museum.
December 2002 Humanities, Paulette W. Campbell, "Ancestral Bones: Reinterpreting the Past of the Omaha." National Humanities Council.
January/February 2003 My Generation, Fergus M. Bordewich, "Sacred
Quest", AARP.
October 26, 2006, “A Legacy of Mistrust – And Reason to Hope,” Sioux City
Journal
October 11, 2011 Indian Country Today, “Ambitious Museum to Use Past to
Preserve Omaha History — and Brighten Its Future.”
April 4, 2016 “Key Passages from forthcoming book helps win U.S. Supreme
Court Case,” Red Lake Nation News
November 7, 2017, “History Divided: Dr. Susan La Flesche’s Legacy in Three
Buildings,” <savinggplaces.org. (digital), National Trust for Historical
Preservation.

April 2018, “The Fourth Hill,” Emergence Magazine (print and digital)
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Omaha Tribal Historical Research
Project, Inc.
834 Highway 75, Walthill, NE 68067

402-846-5454

Honorary Board
James Barr
Dr. John Bilorusky
Fergus M. Bordewich
James Botsford
*Paul E. Brill
Dr. Ian Brown
*Winona Caramony
*John E. Carter
Senator Ernie Chambers
Penelope Collins
*Daniel Collins
Dr. Anne P. Diffendal
Michael Farrell
Mrs. Glenn Fuller
Dr. Hugh Genoway
*Alfred (Buddy) Gilpin
*Gretchen Goodman
Hoover Harlen
Rainbow Hastings
Dr. Dale Henning
Mark A. Hoistad
Dr. Mary Lou Hultgren
Dr. Alan Jabbour
Judy Johnson

*Dr. John Koontz
Dr. Joanne Kowalski
Dr. Joyce Kramer
Steven Larrick
Betty Loudon
*Dr. Dorothy Sara Lee
Dr. Margot Liberty
Dr. Joan Mark
Dr. Valerie Sherer Mathes
Dr. Thomas P. Meyers
*Albert Neiman
Paul A. Olson
*James (Quanah) Parker
Dr. Joseph C. Porter
Dr. Karl Reinhard
Dr. Robin Ridington
Dr. William Splinter
*Fred Thomas
*Richard Thompson
Sally Thompson
Kit Voovhees
Roger Welch, MA
Dr. John Wunder
*Deceased

Consultants
John Bilorusky, Ph.D.
CEO and Faculty
Western Institute of Social Research

Robin Ridington, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus,
University of British Columbia

Ian Brown, Ph.D.
Professor of Anthropology
University of Alabama

Vincent Snyder, MA Architect
Vincent Snyder & Associates
Austin, Texas

Lawrence Sommer
OTHRP Board of Directors, 2006-2013
Former Director/CEO,
Nebraska State Historical Society
Minneapolis, MN
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Board of Directors
Umonhon Tribal
Representatives

Non-Umonhon Tribal
Representatives

Rudy Mitchell, Ph.D.
Ambassador to the
Q’anjob’al Maya Government

Fergus M. Bordewich
Author, Washington, D.C.
Walter Echo-Hawk, Esq.
(Pawnee), Norman Oklahoma

LeAndra Hallowell Nephin, BS
(honors)Counselor of Psycho- John Krejci, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus, Nebraska
therapy
Wesleyan University,
Loni Porter
Lincoln, Nebraska
Emily Voelker, Ph.D., Vassar

Clifford Wolfe, Jr.

Staff
Dennis Hastings, (Umonhon), BA, MA, Ph.D.
Founder/Director
Margery Coffey, BFA, MA, Ph.D.
Assistant Director
richard chilton
Project Facilitator

Margery Coffey, richard chilton, Dennis Hastings
Photo: Joe Wetmore
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Wakonda thethu wahpathin atonhe
Wakonda thethu wahpathin atonhe

Literal translation: Wakonda, the permeating life
of nature and of man, the great mysterious
power; thethu, here; wahpathin, poor, needy;
atonhe, he stands, and I am he — a form of expression used to indicate humility.
Wakonda!
Here, needy, he stands,
Nishu’de Ke: Missouri River Bluff Roads
Jeff Mohr, OTHRP Archives
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